


Background



Strategy Vision

A sustainable future for Hurst Spit to Lymington area for the next 100 
years:

Enabling communities, the environment, wildlife, heritage, recreation, 
tourism and business to adapt to climate change and sea level rise



Why is the 
Strategy needed?

• A Strategy is needed to address 
several challenges facing this area 
now and into the future. 

• These challenges are complex and 
interlinked and are being felt in 
both the natural environment and 
in our towns and villages.  

• The impact of these challenges are 
set to be made worse by the 
effects of climate change.



What if we do nothing?
Maintaining the coastline as it is now is unlikely to be sustainable as climate change, rising sea 
levels and heavier rainfall threaten our coastlines, rivers and the people and wildlife that live 
alongside them.



What has been done so far?

LONG LIST SHORT LIST
SUMMER 2022 LEADING OPTIONS

SUMMER 2023

APPRAISAL PROCESS



High level Options



• Balance between Hold The 
Line (HTL) and Managed 
Realignment (MR)

• Any MR would require 
further offsetting of 
terrestrial habitats

• Challenging to locate suitable 
locations



Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right (2022)



Hurst Spit 



Hurst Spit 



Hurst Spit
Rollback Reactive Management
Rollback Minimum intervention

Representation as if looking from Hurst Castle back to Keyhaven



Adaptation Pathway 
Approach

Increased knowledge
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PREFFERED 
PATHWAY



Next Steps
• Identify Draft Preferred Pathway

• Public Engagement – Autum 2024

• Explore investment opportunities

• Explore habitat suitability sites

• Schools engagement

• Environmental Assessments 
(HRA/SEA) discussions

• Formal consultation Jan 2026

• Approval summer 2026



Key Messages
• Change is happening …..Opportunity to manage the change
• Support resilient communities whilst enhancing the environment for future 

generations
• A more sustainable approach is needed in the future
• Funding/ investment from other organisations will be required
• Difficult choices and trade-offs will need to be made regardless of what is 

done: people, businesses, land and the environment will be affected



Thank you!

hurstspit2lymington@environment-agency.gov.uk
www.hurstspit2lymington.co.uk
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